 
	Pleckgate High School – Registration and the Tutor Reading Programme
	At Pleckgate, form tutors read to all students from Years 7 to Year 10 every morning. The books have been chosen to introduce our students to a diverse and challenging literary canon. Here is a list of the books for Year 7, together with some information about each one.




	Book Title and Author
	Cover
	Synopsis

	Coming to England 
by Floella Benjamin

	[image: ]
	Floella Benjamin shares her personal story of growing up in Trinidad in a loving and close-knit family. Her life changes dramatically when her parents decide to move to England in search of a better future. At first, her parents go ahead, leaving Floella and her siblings behind. After a long and emotional separation, Floella finally travels to England to reunite with them.

	A Monster Calls 
by Patrick Ness


	[image: ]
	Thirteen-year-old Conor O'Malley is struggling to cope with his mother's terminal illness, the distance growing between him and his father, and the isolation he feels at school. Then, just after midnight, a monster visits him—not the one from his recurring nightmare, but a towering, ancient creature in the form of a yew tree.


	No Fixed Address 
by Susin Nielsen



	[image: ]
	No Fixed Address tells the heartfelt and humorous story of Felix Knuttson, a bright and resilient 12-year-old boy with a love for trivia. Felix lives in Vancouver with his unpredictable and eccentric mother, Astrid. Although she’s loving and imaginative, Astrid struggles with mental health issues and stable employment, which leads them to an increasingly precarious life.


	Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
by J.K. Rowling

	[image: ]

	Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone is the first book in the iconic Harry Potter series. It introduces Harry Potter, an orphaned boy who has lived a miserable life with his cruel aunt, uncle, and cousin, the Dursleys.  On his 11th birthday, Harry discovers that he is a wizard, and has been accepted into Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. He also learns that his parents were murdered by the dark wizard Lord Voldemort, who mysteriously vanished after trying to kill baby Harry.

	Cirque De Freak
by Darren O'Shaugnessy



	[image: ]
	Darren Shan is a seemingly ordinary teenager who stumbles into an extraordinary and terrifying world after attending a mysterious freakCirque Du Freak with his best friend, Steve. The show features bizarre and supernatural performers, including a deadly spider controlled by a vampire named Larten Crepsley.  Steve recognises Crepsley as a vampire and begs to be turned into one. When Crepsley refuses, claiming Steve has evil in his heart, Steve vows revenge.  This decision pulls Darren into a dark new life of secrecy, moral dilemmas, and supernatural danger.

	The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh
by Helen Rutter
	[image: ]
	This is a debut novel for children aged 10-13 years by Helen Rutter set in the real world. The main character Billy Plimpton is a new boy starting Year 7 at ‘big school’. As even the most confident child knows this is still a daunting experience, but Billy Plimpton is terribly anxious as he has a stammer. His attempts to avoid his stammer being revealed are both sad and funny at the same time.

	Trash 
by Andy Mulligan
	[image: ]
	"Trash" by Andy Mulligan is a fast-paced, gripping novel set in an unnamed developing country. The story follows three street children Raphael, Gardo, and Rat who survive by picking through trash in a massive dumpsite. One day, Raphael discovers a mysterious leather bag containing a wallet, a key, and a map.  A find that draws the attention of the corrupt police.  As the boys unravel the mystery behind the contents of the bag, they are thrust into a dangerous journey involving government corruption, hidden money, and a secret that could change everything. 

	The Island at the End of Everything 
by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
	[image: ]
	"The Island at the End of Everything" by Kiran Millwood Hargrave tells the story of Ami, a young girl living on the Philippine island of Culion, a leper colony, in 1906. When a government official arrives and forces children without leprosy to leave for a neighbouring island, Ami is separated from her mother. Determined to return home, Ami embarks on a perilous journey back to Culion, facing challenges and finding hope in a colony of butterflies. 
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