
	Pleckgate High School – Registration and the Tutor Reading Programme
	At Pleckgate, form tutors read to all students from Years 7 to Year 10 every morning. The books have been chosen to introduce our students to a diverse and challenging literary canon. Here is a list of the books for Year 8, together with some information about each one.




	Book Title and Author
	Cover
	Synopsis

	When the Sky Falls 
by Phil Earle



	[image: ]
	It's 1941 during the Second World War. While everyone else seems to be evacuated to the countryside, 12-year-old Joseph is sent from rural Yorkshire to stay with his gran's friend, Mrs F, in the city. She's a gruff, unfriendly woman and he's an angry boy who kicks out at everything and feels totally abandoned.




	A Kestrel for a Knave 
by Barry Hines
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	"A Kestrel for a Knave" by Barry Hines tells the story of Billy Casper, a troubled and neglected teenager growing up in a Yorkshire mining town. Billy finds solace and a sense of purpose when he discovers and trains a kestrel hawk named Kes. The novel explores themes of social class, educational disadvantage, and the power of finding passion and connection in a harsh environment.

	Boy in the Striped Pajamas
John Boyne
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	"The Boy in the Striped Pajamas," by John Boyne, tells the story of Bruno, a young German boy whose father is a commandant at a concentration camp during World War II. Bruno's life changes when his family moves to a new home near the camp, which he mistakenly calls "Out-With." He befriends Shmuel, a Jewish boy on the other side of the fence, and their unlikely friendship leads to a tragic ending as Bruno enters the camp with Shmuel.


	All Fall Down 
by Sally Nicholls
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	All Fall Down, is set during the middle of the fourteenth century in England, as the Black Death plague ravages Europe.  The novel delves into life in the feudal system, what it might have been like to cope with the scourge of a disease that wiped out almost half of the population, and the aftermath of this period of history. Written in the first person and in the present tense, the story doesn’t shy away from the grimness of corpses, loss, hunger, and misery.  It also describes the rebuilding aftermath that shaped the course of human history.

	Welcome to Nowhere 
by Elizabeth Laird
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	"Welcome to Nowhere" by Elizabeth Laird tells the story of Omar, a young boy in Syria, and his family as they are caught up in the escalating civil war. The family is forced to flee their home in the city of Bosra and navigate the dangers of war, displacement, and ultimately, seeking refuge. The story explores themes of family, conflict, and the challenges faced by refugees. 


	The Bone Sparrow 
by Zana Fraillon
	[image: ]
	This moving book explores what it means to live as a refugee. It covers a range of important themes such as friendship and family, grief and loss, hope, fear and freedom. Nine-year-old Subhi, a member of the Rohingya people of Burma, was born in a detention centre in Australia and has only known guards and fences.


	Black and British 
by David Alusoga
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	"Black and British: A Forgotten History" by David Olusoga is a comprehensive exploration of the long and often overlooked relationship between the British Isles and people of African and Caribbean descent. The book challenges the common narrative by revealing the deep and multifaceted connections that have existed for centuries, from Roman Britain to the present day.



image4.png




image7.png




image3.png
Zana FrailloN

1 e e




image2.png




image5.png
?g@g




image1.png
Barry Hines

A Kestrel
for a Knave





image6.png
John Boyne
THE BOY IN THE
STRIPED PYIAMAS





