
	Pleckgate High School – Registration and the Tutor Reading Programme
	At Pleckgate, form tutors read to all students from Years 7 to Year 10 every morning. The books have been chosen to introduce our students to a diverse and challenging literary canon. Here is a list of the books for Year 9, together with some information about each one.




	Book Title and Author
	Cover
	Synopsis

	The Ghosts & Jamal 
by Bridget Blankley 




	[image: ]
	Thirteen year-old Jamal, upon realising that everyone in the village is dead, begins searching for his grandfather who he believes lives up on a mountain, and also the ghosts, to confront them, whilst being plagued by what he believes are spirits who make his body shake and render him unconscious.

	Gangsta Rap 
by Benjamin Zephaniah 







	[image: ]
	"Gangsta Rap" by Benjamin Zephaniah tells the story of Ray, a young man excluded from school who finds himself living in a record shop. He and his friends, Prem and Tyrone, form a rap group called the Positive Negatives, initially finding success and even signing a record deal. However, their music, and the associated gangsta image, leads to real gang violence, threatening their careers and lives. 



	The Ones That Disappeared 
by Zana Fraillon
	[image: ]

	Esra, Miran and Isa are enslaved children, kidnapped by a ruthless gang after they lost their families fleeing from war. As the book begins, they are locked underground, with only water from the sprinkler to drink. Beaten and brutalised emotionally as well as physically, they still hold onto hope.



	Caught in the Crossfire
by Alan Gibbons

	[image: ]
	"Caught in the Crossfire" is a young adult novel set in a Northern English town, where right-wing extremism is causing tension and prejudice. The story follows six teenagers whose lives become intertwined through a series of tragic events. The characters include a British Muslim brother and sister, two Irish brothers with differing views, and two lads who are looking for trouble. The narrative explores the impact of these events on their lives, highlighting themes of racial prejudice and the consequences of extremism. 

	Needle 
by Patrice Lawrence


	[image: ]
	A powerful and heart-rending exploration of a teenager's journey through grief, rage and getting caught in the criminal justice system from award-winning author Patrice Lawrence. Winner of the 2023 Little Rebels Award and shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. Charlene is a demon knitter.


	Noughts and Crosses
by Malorie Blackman

	[image: ]
	"Noughts & Crosses" by Malorie Blackman is a young adult novel that explores a world where racial and social divides are reversed. The "Crosses", who are dark-skinned, are the ruling class, while the "Noughts", who are white, are the oppressed underclass. The story centers on the forbidden love between Sephy, a Cross and the daughter of a powerful politician, and Callum, a Nought and the son of a political activist. Their relationship is constantly threatened by the prejudice and violence of their society. 


	The Boy Who Steals Houses
by C G Drews

	[image: ]
	"The Boy Who Steals Houses" tells the story of Sam, a 15-year-old who breaks into empty houses to survive with his autistic brother, Avery. Their life takes an unexpected turn when he's caught by a welcoming family, the DeLaineys, who mistakenly believe he's a friend of one of their children. Sam is drawn into their chaotic yet loving world and falls for Moxie, one of the siblings. However, his past and a dangerous secret threaten to unravel everything, according to the Grange School. 
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